
Merriam-Webster's Dictionary defines the word Father as “: a male parent:  a man who is 

thought of as being like a father:  a person who was in someone's family in past times”. While 

the role of a father or a father figure can be fulfilled by various people in one’s life, what 

remains the same in all families is how a positive male relationship can significantly influence a 

child’s life. 

When a parent or guardian are unable to provide for their child’s basic needs and the children are 

removed from their home, a judge will appoint a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) to advocate 

for the child’s best interests. These volunteers are often the only positive adult relationship these 

children have had, which is crucial during the standard 12-18 months (sometimes longer) a child stays in 

CPS custody. Many of these children have never had a positive or stable male influence. 

Three male volunteers with CASA of the Coastal Bend have offered to share their experiences with the 

program and the children they have served: 

K.C. Kimbrough; was sworn in as a CASA on September 30, 2013, has worked three cases serving a total 

of four children. 

Ron Pinaire; was sworn in as a CASA on October 10, 2014, has worked two cases serving a total of two 

children. 

Thom Walker; was sworn in as a CASA on June 24, 2004, has worked 17 cases serving a total of 44 

children. 

Why did you feel compelled to become a CASA? 

K.C.:  “After researching many of the various opportunities, I felt CASA would be the best fit for me. I feel 

that if I can help a child through difficult times in their lives that maybe they will have better 

opportunities.” 

Ron: “I directed the Boy Scout program in one of the local troops and after I ended up with some 

medical problems and couldn’t go on any of the high adventure and backpacking I was looking for 

something else to do and a billboard for CASA caught my eye.” 

Thom: “I had volunteered to inspect CASA’s old building on Tancahua so that’s how I knew Page (CASA 

Executive Director).  I started recruiting other people for CASA so I got Page to come out and talk to the 

Kiwanis group on the Island and during her presentation she said “I’ve been trying to get this guy to 

volunteer for 3 years but he’s too busy”. So after that I agreed to do the pre-training interview. I think 

what actually finally made me swear in and do it is that was an exceptional training class. “ 

What prior experience to CASA do you feel has helped you with being an advocate? 

K.C.: “I traveled the world extensively while employed and have seen what hopelessness looks like in the 

faces of children. This is an opportunity for me to make a difference in children’s lives. Also, after raising 

two children, I know the mistakes I made. Along with these experiences, gaining some maturity, and 

applying Biblical principles; all of these aspects are drawn upon when working a case. “ 



Ron: “My two cases are teens. I think being around boy scouts, start at age 11 and go to 18, and our 

troop managed to keep them until they were 18. It was a good venture program so I think that helped a 

lot. It was just learning how to talk with teenagers.” 

Thom: “I think people don’t always wind up doing the career they go to college for and I am one of those 

people. My undergrad was in psychology and I was 15 hours into my masters when we got pregnant 

with our first kid. So I have not actually done anything with psychology but it has weaved itself  in and 

out of my life being consciously aware of when I am talking with someone whose is aggressive, why are 

they aggressive, what is triggering it. “ 

How do you feel the initial training helped prepare you? 

K.C.: “The initial training is excellent in helping prepare an individual to serve as a CASA volunteer. 

Although the training covers a multitude of circumstances that will be encountered, there is no 

substitute for experience. The training helps a person know how to research various aspects of how to 

best approach addressing the child’s needs. Also, the training ensures each volunteer knows who and 

where assistance is available that can be drawn upon to help with a case.” 

Ron: “I thought all of the things I did in the initial training I had to do- they are all important. And I think 

that it’s important to get the volunteers out and doing something. The training is good.” 

Thom: “New CASAs need to understand their job isn’t to disagree with anybody but it also isn’t to agree. 

You need to find the facts and then make an opinion.” 

Why did you choose the case you were appointed to?  

K.C.: “There are many cases where a CASA Guardian Ad Litem is needed; however there are many more 

cases than volunteers. In selecting a case, I typically prefer a case that involves Aransas County children 

and one where an immediate physical or emotional need is obvious. “ 

What has been most rewarding thus far with being a CASA?  

K.C.: “My most rewarding experiences have been in seeing a child smile as some of their fears is 

overcome. Some children are slow to trust due to past history in their lives, but when they begin to 

understand that a CASA is there for only the purpose of the child’s wellbeing, they begin to develop 

trust. When a child’s trust is gained, this can be a tremendous reward and responsibility, but oh so 

rewarding.” 

Ron: “Helping my autistic child so that he can go outside and go to dinner with me and not be afraid of 

everything that is going on around him. We got him in a place where he is not threatened all the time 

and that is really rewarding for me. It is just amazing to me he’s gone from feeling very threatened by 

small things and becoming violent about it to now putting together 3D puzzles and helping another child 

in the foster home with their homework.” 

Thom: “When one of my CASA kids was 17 yrs. and 10 months old he ran away. He was the one I 

thought I failed. Four or five years after that he contacted me and told me all about his life, married with 

kids and a steady job. I told him how happy I was and how I thought he was the only kid I had failed. He 

wrote me back and said,” No you don’t understand you the only person who didn’t fail.” So how can you 

give that up?” 



 

How do you feel being a parent has helped you with working on your case, working with your CASA 

kids? 

Thom: “I didn’t want to do it because I am an adoptive father and my adopted daughter had been 

severely abused so my feeling about parents who abuse their children was extreme, which has been the 

same since I started. I wound up staying because of my daughter though. Knowing what happened with 

my daughter, the first case I got was the perfect case for me to have and it did wind up going to 

termination of parental rights. And then I just kept taking cases.” 

What advice do you have for those who have not had much interaction with children but are 

interested in becoming a CASA? 

Ron: “When you meet your CASA kiddos don’t be formal. Pick something up like a soccer ball and go out 

and start playing. Even if it’s a teenager they don’t mind kicking a soccer ball, just do something like that 

and get them talking. I think that has worked with my CASA kiddos. My 17 yr. old is autistic and we 

weren’t kicking a soccer ball but I had learned that he liked to draw so I got a drawing pad and some 

pencils and we just sat and he was drawing doing sketches and then he just started talking and we built 

from that. So rather than just sit down and do an interview it is the approach that is different.” 

How has being a CASA changed your daily schedule? 

K.C.: “Planning for the day, week and month requires consideration of what is needed with each case. 

Time to visit with each person involved in a case will take more time initially in understanding the needs, 

fears and desires of a child. Once this information is gathered, then time spent with the child addressing 

these aspects is important in establishing a rapport. A child can sense when someone is genuinely 

interested in their wellbeing. So, to better respond to the question of a change to my daily schedule, my 

best answer is that my daily time schedule has been somewhat changed with each case, more time 

initially with a new case and somewhat less time as the case proceeds.” 

Ron: “I think a lot more about CASA now that I am retired. When I had one case I worked on evenings 

and weekends; I replaced my Boy Scout work with CASA. Then when I retired I started spending more 

time with it. It became like a part time job. When I was working I had to shoehorn my time into 

weekends. One of my kiddos was in an emergency shelter and sometimes it was difficult to get out there 

to see him. I was going to retire anyway so it all fell together.” 

What has surprised you most with being a CASA? 

K.C.: “There have been many surprises I have encountered as a CASA. The most surprising realization is 

that people can be very selfish, caring more about themselves than a child that loves them and depends 

on them for the child’s needs. This is encountered with each case, from parents or guardians, but most 

surprising from parents. All too often, drug abuse is one of the causes.” 

Ron: “I have been really surprised at how teachers and administrators and the schools respond to us. 

Once you attend an ARD and you get to know the teachers and administration that conducts the ARD it’s 

been pretty easy to talk with them. In the beginning before attending an ARD it was difficult to set up a 

meeting with them. After my kiddos had their ARDs and I was fortunate enough to get on the contact 

list for them so when they have trouble at school I get really good response. It was a good experience. 



I’ve been extremely happy with Judge Huerta and Judge McCoy- they have all been good experiences. 

My very first court hearing I was tongue tied and my Supervisor said ‘Just say thank you your honor and 

it gets you talking” and it has worked ever since. Another time one of the lawyers was really going after 

the CPS caseworker and I did not understand if I needed to wait on the judge to call on me to talk 

because what the lawyers were saying was wrong. And my Supervisor told me to just jump in there. It is 

just getting prepared for court and figuring out what can happen. It’s where you get your grade card for 

all the work you did in your 60 days.” 

Thom: “Every time I have what I think is my special case another comes up. So this last one I had with 

Munchausen’s, I am so glad I took that case. The kid was in a children’s hospital, had a life long history of 

stomach issues, mother was not doctor shopping, everything from that first pediatrician was a referral 

from that doctor to the next. A gastroenterologist wrote a letter to CPS saying that he thought the 

mother had Munchausen’s. For six months he wasn’t allowed to have contact with his family- he was 

one of five children and was the only removed. That’s when a CASA is important – it was cruel and 

unusual punishment to keep a child from his family for 6 months when his family had been convicted of 

nothing. “ 

How have you surprised yourself with being a CASA? 

K.C.: “I have been surprised with the level of attachment that comes with working each case. Not only is 

it typical to become personally concerned about the wellbeing of a child but to also become concerned 

about an adult in the child’s life. Especially an adult that is desperately trying to do what is right by the 

child but has difficulty remaining focused on daily needs without succumbing to abuse. My CASA training 

and the many available programs can help these individuals with daily stress.” 

Why do you feel it is important for men to be CASAs?  

K.C.: “It is important to allow a child to see men that can be trusted and that have found a purpose. Each 

of us have been blessed by reaching adulthood; some with scars and a bit of baggage, but each with 

something to give back.” 

Ron: “I think it is important for all of us to be CASA volunteers. There are a lot of people who are retiring 

now; I’m on the front end of the baby boom, a lot of these people retiring fortunately are retiring and 

looking for things to do. There is a big potential volunteer base- they just don’t know how to find it. I 

think if there was a way to grab those people before they started filling time. “ 

Thom: “We need to better convey the general lack of positive male influence on the children. The norm 

is that they have never had a positive or stable male influence. I believe I have seen that influence in 

some cases carry over to the Moms.” 

What advice do you have for those interested in becoming a CASA? 

K.C.: “The CASA organization consists of many people that have years of experience with abused and 

neglected children. Each one is willing to help with your apprehensions of becoming a CASA.  There are 

so many reasons to take the steps in becoming a CASA. Taking a chance on an unknown is always a bit 

unsettling. Rest assured, many of us have had concerns about working with abused and neglected 

children and these have been addressed and resolved through CASA training, co-volunteers, supervisors 

and the many CASA employees that are there to help a volunteer be successful.” 



Ron: “I really love the idea that it is a well-run organization that a volunteer can be sure that they are 

going to add a lot of value in their work.  I think that was one of the biggest and most important things 

to me because there are lots of opportunities for people to go out and spend their time volunteering but 

when they really add value is when the organization is well run and lets you do what you are really 

supposed to do and this is one of them.” 

Thom: “So you pick up something after every case and if you do it long enough it kind of dawns on you 

that now you have valuable skills. I try to tell every new CASA to forget about your feelings. Yes you’re 

going to sometimes be happy and sometimes you’re going to be devastated but this is not about you. 

It’s about what happens to that child if you don’t do it. That’s what you have to keep asking yourself and 

if you’ll just do that then everything else just takes care of itself.” 

CASA of the Coastal Bend trains volunteers to advocate for the best interest of children who have been 

abused or neglected and are in the foster care system. The next training begins July 13th. For more 

information about CASA or to sign up for training contact Samantha Koepp- Stemplinger at 

Samantha@coastalbendcasa.org or call 361-884-2272. 
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